The Ethics of the Neighbor Graduate Seminar Sequence 2003-2004

Part Two: Winter 2004 (Comp Lit 290)

Modernity and the Neighbor: Philosophy, Politics, Psychoanalysis

Professor Kenneth Reinhard


     

Wednesdays, 3:00-6:00  Royce 306 (except where noted)
1.  Jan. 14

David Clark (McMaster University)




“The Palestinians, living among us:” Kant’s Neighborhoods 



(Jew * Foreigner * Friend * Animal)



1) Anthropology from a Pragmatic Point of View (¶46) /99-102




2) Toward Perpetual Peace ("Third Definitive Article for 




Perpetual Peace: ‘Cosmopolitan right shall be limited to conditions 


of universal hospitality’) /328-351




2) Religion Within the Boundaries of Mere Reason (Part Three and 


Part Four, ¶1-3) /129-202




3) Groundwork of The Metaphysics of Morals




4) Metaphysics of Morals (Duties of Virtues to Others: Chapter 



One and Chapter Two) /568-588




5) Metaphysics of Morals (On an amphiboly in moral conceptions 



of reflection, taking what is a human being’s duty to himself for a 



duty to other beings) / 563-4




6) Lectures on Ethics (Of Duties to Animals and Spirits) / 212-213

2.  Jan. 21

Kenneth Reinhard (UCLA)




Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents



Lacan, Seminar VII: The Ethics of Psychoanalysis: Ch. 6, “On the 



Moral Law,” Ch. 14, “Love of One’s Neighbor”



Kenneth Reinhard, “Freud, My Neighbor.”
3.  Jan. 28

Etienne Balibar (Université Paris-X Nanterre)



Freud, Group Psychology and The Analysis of the Ego.
4.  Feb. 4

Hent de Vries (The Johns Hopkins University) 



Levinas #1  Philosophy: Otherwise than Being, “Substitution”



Dana Hollander, “Levinas.”
5.  Feb. 11

Oona Eisenstadt (Pomona College)




Levinas #2  Talmudic Readings: “Cities of Refuge”



Derrida, Adieu, “A Word of Welcome” pp. 105-123.
6a.  Feb. 17

Robert Gibbs (U. of Toronto) 
      (Tues.)

Levinas #3: “The Other's Law--Levinas' Ethics” (LECTURE)



(Recommended Background) Levinas, Totality and Infinity: Section I, 


C. 3: Truth presupposes Justice; Section III, C. 5: the truth of the will; 


Otherwise than Being, Chapter V, 3: From Saying to the Said, or 



the Wisdom of desire; Beyond the Verse, Chapter 5 “The pact”; 



Chapter 7 “On the Jewish Reading of Scriptures.”
6b.  Feb. 18

Robert Gibbs (U. of Toronto)

       (Wed.)

Kierkegaard, Works of Love: First Series: Chapter I, II, IV;



Second Series: Chapter I, IV, IX, X




Theodor Adorno, "On Kierkegaard's Doctrine of Love"  



Robert Gibbs, “I or You—the Dash of Ethics” (e-text)




(Recommended): M. Jamie Ferreira, Love’s Grateful Striving: A 



Commentary on Kierkegaardís Works of Love, Chapters. 8 and 15, 



and passim; Merold Westphal, “Commanded Love and Divine 



Transcendence in Levinas and Kierkegaard” in The Face of the 



Other and the 
Trace of God: Essays on the Philosophy of 




Emmanuel Levinas, edited by Jeff Bloechl. 

7.  Feb. 25

Dana Hollander (McMaster University)




Hermann Cohen, Religion of Reason Out of the Sources of 



Judaism, “Introduction,” Chapter VII “The Discovery of Man as 



Fellowman”; Selections from Hermann Cohen, The Neighbor.



[In Royce 236]
8.  Mar. 3

Martin Kavka (Florida State U.) 



“The Ethics of Verification: Does Rosenzweig’s Neighbor Speak?”




Franz Rosenzweig, The Star of Redemption (pp. 3-6, 83-111, 156-



261, 308-15, 340-48, skim 380-417); “Upon Opening the Jüdisches 


Lehrhaus,” “Of Bildung there is no end.”



Peter Eli Gordon, “Rosenzweig Redux,” Jewish Social Studies.



Robert Gibbs, Correlations in Rosenzweig and Levinas, 34-154, esp. 


57-79.



[in Faculty Center]
9a.  March 9 

Slavoj Žižek (U. of Ljubljana)
       (Tues.)

Levinas (reading TBA)



Slavoj Zizek, “Jews, Christians, and Other Monsers: A Critique of




Levinas” 



Slavoj Zizek, The Puppet and the Dwarf: The Perverse Core of 




Christianity.
9b.  March 10

Eric Santner (U. of Chicago)
       (Wed.)

Rosenzweig, The Star of Redemption, “On the Possibility of 




Experiencing Miracles”




Walter Benjamin, “Theses on the Philosophy of History”




Eric Santner, “Miracles Happen: Benjamin, Rosenzweig, Freud, 




and the Matter of the Neighbor.”

9c.  March 11

Joan Copjec (SUNY Buffalo)
       (Thurs.)

Lacan, Seminar XX: Encore, Chs. 1 and 2.



Alain Badiou, “The Scene of Two,” “What is Love?”



Joan Copjec, “Gai Savoir Sera: The Science of Love 




and the Insolence of Chance.” 
